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“How wonderful it is that nobody 
need wait a single moment before 
starting to improve the world.” 

—Anne Frank 
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“In 1984 our family established 
a supporting foundation at the 
Jewish Federation, which has 
become an integral part of the 
family’s philanthropy. With 
the assistance of Federation 
staff, two generations of our 
family have been involved in 
supporting Jewish causes both 
here and in Israel through the 
foundation.” 

—Lester Crown



6,414       69%      31% 
$31,442,081

Grants  to Jewish to Secular
Awarded  Charities Charities

Total amount distributed from Donor  
Advised Funds and Field of Interest Funds

Our Impact in 2014
DONOR ADVISED FUNDS/FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS SUPPORTING FOUNDATIONS

478      84%       16% 
$43,053,603

Grants  to Jewish to Secular
Awarded  Charities Charities

Total amount distributed  
from Supporting Foundations

Where Did Our Dollars Go? Where Did Our Dollars Go?

3%  Community 
Development/Centers

1% Social Action

8% Religious/House of
        Worship/Yeshivas

1% Policy & Research
1% Other*

11% Medical Research/ 
          Hospitals/Clinics

7% Arts & Culture

26% Education

42% Human Services

“Managing my charitable giving is convenient and streamlined with my       
donor advised fund. Having a single fund from which I can give to all of the 
causes I am passionate about, both Jewish and secular, is a great way to better 
my community. I truly appreciate the personalized attention the Center for 
Jewish Philanthropy is able to provide.”

—Adam Hoeflich

4% Other*34% Medical Research/
            Hospitals/Clinics

3% Arts & Culture

23% Education

24% Human Services

*Other: social action, policy, and research; animal welfare;
recreation; environmental, zoo/botanical gardens*Other: animal welfare; recreation; environmental, zoo/botanical gardens

8%  Community 
Development/
Centers

“We recently opened a donor advised fund at the Jewish Federation and after 
realizing how easy it is to use, made the decision to transfer the assets from 
our private foundation to the new fund. Just like with a private foundation, 
our children can be involved in the fund now and take it over when we’re 
gone —and we don’t have the burden of filing tax returns or having audits 
performed. We’re looking forward to using our fund to support charities 
both locally in Chicago and across the country.”

—Judy & Donald Norris

4% Religious/House of
        Worship/Yeshivas

“Life’s persistent and most urgent question
  is ‘What are you doing for others?’”
 —Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago’s Center for Jewish 

Philanthropy is dedicated to helping you make the world a better 

place by making your family’s charitable giving simple, effective and 

satisfying. We offer extensive resources that can help guide your personal 

philanthropy and serve as a catalyst to bring your family members 

together to learn about and discuss their philanthropic passions.

The Center for Jewish Philanthropy currently manages the philanthropic 

interests of thousands of individuals and families through donor advised 

funds, field of interest funds and supporting foundations, which

annually allocate many millions of dollars to a wide array of charitable 

organizations in the Jewish and wider communities here in Chicago, 

Israel and around the world. Last year, the Center for Jewish

Philanthropy:

• managed 814 donor advised funds, 27 field of interest funds  

and 36 supporting foundations.

• held more than $742.4 million in assets.

• helped individuals and families grant more than $74.4 million, 

transforming lives around the world.


